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Background:  My graduate programs at UNL and UNO have focused on rhetoric and composition in environmental literature and science writing, including the works of Nebraska-born literary naturalist Loren Eiseley. I have been a board member of the Loren Eiseley Society since 1997. The Loren Eiseley Society has recently published a reader of Eiseley’s most notable essays and will be distributing the book to all school and public libraries in Nebraska. We also hope to work with K-16 teachers to develop curriculum units and other resources for classroom use. Although Eiseley’s works are full of stories from his childhood and travels in Nebraska, he is not well known by Nebraskans, nor is he usually taught in Nebraska schools. My curriculum unit is one contribution to this larger project. 

Project Overview:  Students will read one or more of four non-fiction essays in The Loren Eiseley Reader that are based in Nebraska: “The Flow of the River,” “The Running Man,” “The Letter,” and “The Last Neanderthal.” They will work with a vocabulary sheet (Eiseley’s vocabulary is very extensive), discuss and interpret the essay(s) in class, watch an NETV production on Eiseley, and do some creative writing that attempts to emulate or respond to Eiseley’s writing. Depending on time constraints and students’ interest, other activities are listed below for each of the essays. 
Suggested Grade Level:  12 (could also be used with a Grade 11 Honors or AP course)
Connection to Curriculum:  This project meets several curricular goals in writing, literature, communication, and technology, and integrates other disciplines such as biology, history, and geology into the language arts curriculum. The project introduces students to a Nebraska author who is still relatively unknown in the state. Language arts areas include essay, non-fiction literature, photography, and technology (digital camera, Internet, PowerPoint, etc.) 
Connection to Nebraska Reading/Writing Standards (Grade 12):     
COMPREHENSION: Students will extract and construct meaning using prior knowledge, applying text information, and monitoring comprehension while reading grade-level text.

LA 12.1.6.a  Evaluate the meaning, reliability, and validity of the text considering author’s purpose perspective, and information from additional sources.


LA 12.1.6.g  Analyze, evaluate, and make inferences based on the characteristics of narrative and informational genres and provide evidence from the text to support understanding.


LA 12.1.6.h  Critique the effects of historical, cultural, political, and biographical influences in a variety of genres.


LA 12.1.6.l  Build and activate prior knowledge in order to clarify text, deepen understanding, and make connections while reading.


LA 12.1.6.o  Respond to text verbally, in writing, or artistically.

WRITING:  Students will apply the writing process to plan, draft, revise, edit and publish writing using correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, and other standard conventions appropriate for grade level.

MULTIPLE LITERACIES: Students will research, synthesize, evaluate and communicate information in a variety of media and formats (textual, visual, and digital).


LA 12.4.1.a  Select and use multiple resources to answer questions and defend conclusions using valid information (e.g., print, subscription databases, web resources).


LA 12.4.1.b  Demonstrate ethical and legal use of information by citing sources using prescribed formats and tools (e.g., online citation assistance, publication guidelines).


LA 12.4.1.f  Gather and share information and opinions as a result of communication with others (e.g., video/audio chat, interview, podcast, multi-media presentations). 

Instructional Objectives (Note: these objectives depend on the instructional activities selected):
· Students will learn about the life and work of Nebraska-born literary naturalist Loren Eiseley.
· Students will respond to literature read in discussion groups and through writing.
· Students will learn how to use mind mapping to analyze and interpret Loren Eiseley’s essays.
· Students will gain scientific knowledge and knowledge of historical events relating to places in Nebraska about which Loren Eiseley wrote.
· Students will learn and practice research, data collection and presentation skills. 
· Students will learn how to generate questions for interviewing and how to interview. 
· Students will apply technology skills through use of software programs to create a final product. 
· Students will learn how to make oral presentations that consider audience, purpose and information.
Materials Required:

· The Loren Eiseley Reader – [image: image1.jpg]



Published by The Loren Eiseley Society, 2009. Classroom copies available for loan from the Loren Eiseley Society (contact Deborah Derrick, dderrick@unomaha.edu) or from your ESU. Teacher’s copy available at no cost – contact Deb Derrick. 
· “Reflections of a Bonehunter” – 1994 NETV documentary on Eiseley’s life and writing. A 60-minute DVD is available for loan from the Loren Eiseley Society. A shorter 24-minute version of the DVD can be viewed and downloaded from the LES web site (http://www.eiseley.org). [Note: the 24-minute version is currently on the “members only” portion of the web site; it will be made public by spring 2010.]
· Computers with Internet capabilities
· DVD player

· Digital camera(s)
· Scanner
· Printer
Suggested Resources:

· Books: 

Fox at the Wood’s Edge by Gale Christianson (optional teacher resource book for biographical information on Eiseley)
Walden by Henry David Thoreau
 Platte River Road by Don Welch
Mind Maps for Kids: An Introduction by Tony Buzan – available on Amazon
· Internet sites:

The Loren Eiseley Society


http://www.eiseley.org
Loren Eiseley Wikipedia site


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loren_Eiseley
Bonehunter transcript from NETV:

http://www.netnebraska.org/extras/nextexit/ghosts/bone_03.html

Loren Eiseley’s reflections on the Depression (from “Reflections of a


Bonehunter” DVD)



 http://www.netnebraska.org/extras/nebraskastories

Where I’m From Poem Template


http://www.swva.net/fred1st/wif.htm

Essay Writing Strategies: Using Mind-Maps as a Tool


http://www.brighthub.com/education/homework-tips/articles/36418.aspx

Sample Essay Mind Map



http://www.jcu.edu.au/office/tld/learningskills/mindmap/sampleessay.html

UNL State Museum, Division of Anthropology and Nebraska Archaeological Survey (has a


photo gallery from a 10-week excavation project at a prehistoric hamlet near Loup City)

http://www.museum.unl.edu/research/anthropology/anthro.html
· You Tube videos:

Archaeology: Science and Historic Preservation (length: 7:58 minutes)

Video on the nature of archaeology as it pertains to both scientific inquiry and

historic preservation.

Next Exit – Bone Hunter (length: 3:46 minutes). Edited excerpt from the 1994 NETV production of “Reflections of a Bonehunter.”

Wildcat Hills Nebraska State Recreation Area (length: 0:45 minutes)
Wildcat Hills SRA – Nebraska State Park (length: 1:14 minutes)

Short video produced by Nebraska Game and Parks Commission that shows the Wildcat Hills landscape and Wildcat Hills Nature Center exhibits. 

· Other sites: 

Heritage Room of Nebraska Authors – Has Eiseley artifacts, photos and other memorabilia. At the Bennett Martin Public Library, 136 South 14th Street, Lincoln. Phone: (402) 441-8516. Open Tuesdays-Fridays, 12-3 and Sundays 2-5.

Pre-Teaching Preparation:

· Read the selected essay(s) and prepare a vocabulary sheet (Word #1, Page Number, Definition, Sentence in which it is used; Word #2, etc.).
· Review mind mapping process (go to Suggested Resources section for Internet sites on using mind maps as a tool).    

Activities for all Eiseley Units:

· As a class, view the NETV production of “Reflections of a Bonehunter” on Eiseley’s life, writing, and writing influences from Nebraska (DVD available for loan from the Loren Eiseley Society).

· Read and discuss one or more of the four non-fiction essays:  “The Flow of the River,” “The Running Man,” “The Letter,” and/or “The Last Neanderthal.” 

· Visit The Loren Eiseley Society web site (http://www.eiseley.org) and Eiseley Wikipedia web site.  If possible, visit the Heritage Room of Nebraska authors at the Bennett Martin Public Library in Lincoln to see Eiseley artifacts and memorabilia on display.
· Do an in-class mind-mapping exerc ise (see Suggested Resources) to help students better understand the structure of Eiseley’s essays. Eiseley developed what has been called a “concealed essay,” in which he blends personal anecdotes with scientific thought and philosophy. Most of his essays are hard to follow because they contain two or more essays within them.    

· Work with a vocabulary sheet of unfamiliar words/phrases. 

ESSAY #1:  “The Flow of the River” - about Eiseley’s experiences/observations of the Platte River and the magic of water. 

Instructional activities (choose from the following list):  

· Eiseley finds a catfish frozen in the ice in the river and takes it home. He writes: “This was no Walden pickerel. This was a yellow-green, mud-grubbing, evil-tempered inhabitant of floods and droughts and cyclones” (LER 22).  Read about the emerald pickerel in Thoreau’s Walden in class.  Discuss Eiseley’s literary treatment of the catfish with Thoreau’s pickerel. How are Eiseley’s and Thoreau’s writing about the fish influenced by place?  Have students write a poem about an animal or plant that emulates Eiseley’s writing in this paragraph. 

· Small group activities:

· SCIENCE: Research the geology of the Platte River watershed and ecosystem.  Develop a map of the river and its tributaries and mount it on a poster, in a scientific poster format. 

· BIOLOGY:  Research the plants and animals that are supported by the Platte River’s ecosystem, and identify what plants/animals are endangered.  Prepare a scientific poster with this information.
· HISTORY: Research the history of the Platte River:  who explored it, Indian settlements, its importance to the Oregon Trail and Mormon Trail expeditions, etc.  Prepare a poster with graphics and text that tells this story.
· BIOLOGY: Research the animal/plant classification system established by Carolus Linnaeus.  Present this information in a scientific poster format.  
· LITERATURE:  Read The Platte River (poems by Nebraska author Don Welch), and write an essay that compares/contrasts Welch’s and Eiseley’s representations of the Platte River and how the river influences their perspectives.     
· LITERATURE/DRAMA: Write a script that weaves together some of Eiseley’s writing in this essay with Don Welch’s poems. Do a reader’s theater presentation in class.   
· Take a class field trip to see the Platte River (Rowe Sanctuary?). 

ESSAY #2:  “The Running Man” – an autobiographical piece about Eiseley’s childhood around Lincoln, in which Eiseley also writes about memories of seeing the wagon ruts of the Oregon trail, standing by his mother’s gravesite in Wyuka cemetery (in Lincoln), encountering the neighborhood bully, and a conversation with noted poet W.H. Auden about what public event he remembered first from childhood. 

Instructional activities (select from the following list):

· Research Daisy Eiseley’s life online, and visit her gravesite at Wyuka Cemetery in Lincoln.  
· Practice writing an “I am From” poem that is descriptive of one’s self growing up in the Midwest landscape, in the style of Eiseley.

· Eiseley writes that the 1912 prison outbreak in Lincoln is his earliest memory of a public event. Go to the library and/or State Historical Society and research the prison outbreak. Then assemble a multi-media presentation or podcast.

· In this essay, Eiseley conflates himself with the prisoners in the prison outbreak with use of the pronoun “we”, i.e., “we never made it.”  He casts himself as one of the prisoners who wants to run/run away from something.  Write or do a PowerPoint presentation on a public event(s) (preferably local, but could be national) that most strongly affected you, or that you remember.  Or, interview people in your community or your own family members (parents, grandparents, aunts/uncles) on the same topic. Then write a reflective journal piece at the end of this project.
· Response piece:  Write a creative writing piece (poem, essay/memoir or fiction piece), or do an art collage from computer images or magazine images, that responds to one of the following phrases in this essay (students can also select their own phrase):
· “[I am] a creature molded of plains’ dust and the seed who came west with the wagons.”

· “We were Americans of the middle border where the East was forgotten and the one great western road no longer crawled with wagons.”

· “I am every man and no man, and will be so to the end.”
ESSAY #3:  “The Letter” – another autobiographical piece set in the Lincoln area in which Eiseley discusses his childhood friendship with Jimmy Dawes and the influence of books in his life. He also mentions the 1912 prison break in Lincoln. This essay could be coupled with “The Running Man” as a curriculum unit.

 
Instructional activities (select from the following list):

· Research the 1912 prison break in Lincoln. Do a PowerPoint presentation and/or podcast.  For a podcast, write a script in which you are reporting this event as a news story. Have one of the students play the part of the news anchor, and one or two others play reporters on the scene. (I’m not sure permission could be obtained to film outside the Nebraska State Penitentiary; if not, students could enlarge a picture of the Penitentiary as a backdrop for filming.) 
· Interview writers in your community: what books/people were your strongest influences and why? Then assemble a podcast, PowerPoint presentation, or another multi-media presentation. Present these projects in class. 
· Visit the pond in Lincoln where Eiseley picked up specimens for his homemade aquarium. The pond is at the corner of 20th and Van Dorn at the Lincoln Country Club (need to request permission to gain access). Use Google Earth to see an aerial view of the pond. Write a reflective essay on your experience.
· Visit the pond at Nine Mile Prairie to see frogs, toads and other specimens. Take photos/video. Then do some journaling on the experience and what was observed.

·  Write an essay or do an oral or poster presentation on one or two books of significance to you.

· Respond to this phrase in Eiseley’s essay: “The man who makes a vow makes an appointment with himself at some distant time or place” (LER 88).

· Out of class activity:  Use the Loren Eiseley Society’s map of Eiseley-related sites in Lincoln as a starting point (available at www.eiseley.org). Go on a walking tour of these sites and put together a podcast that narrates the tour.  

ESSAY #4:  “The Last Neanderthal” – an essay with reminisces from both Lincoln and western Nebraska’s Wildcat Hills area. From 1931 to 1933, Eiseley participated in the State Museum’s South Party’s archaeological expeditions in western Nebraska (the Wildcat Hills area and northwestern Nebraska by Toadstool Park). These experiences would be a large influence on his thinking and writing in later years. In this essay, Eiseley writes about the 14th and R Street junkman in 1923 (Lincoln), the influence of Francis Bacon on scientific thought, and his experiences camping with the South Party in the Wildcat Hills near Bayard-where he sees a woman whose features resemble Neanderthal man.  


Instructional activities (select from the following list): 

· The junk man is an artifact of the past – research online to see if there are any photos of what a junk man would have looked like, with his wares.  Read the poem “The Junk Man” by poet Carl Sandburg, in which Death is personified by a junk man (can be accessed online). Assemble your own junk sculpture of items that represent who you are and where you come from. Bring the sculpture (or a photo) to class and do a 10 minute oral presentation. Write reflective journals when the project is completed. 
· Contact the Nebraska State Historical Society and/or the State Museum to learn about the South Party and other archaeological excavations in western Nebraska in the 1930s. What specimens were found, and why were they significant? (Hint: one of the most significant finds was the “Innocent Assassins” skull of two sabertooth tigers engaged in combat.) How did the team do their work? How were the specimens transported from the site, and where did they end up?    

· Watch You Tube videos  and visit web sites (see Suggested Resources) to learn how archaeology is conducted today. Develop questions for an interview with a modern-day archaeologist or archaeology student through e-mail or phone, and conduct the interview (contact UNL Department of Anthropology, phone (402) 472-2411. Prepare a podcast or use Windows Movie Maker (free downloads available) to present the interview.       

· Research Sir Francis Bacon’s life and work:  what lasting influence did he have on modern science?   Prepare an oral or poster presentation on Bacon’s life. 
· Trace the changes over time of one or two places in your community. Find old photos of a specific location (e.g., a specific street corner in your town) at your library, online, or at your state/county historical society.  Then assemble them together in a timeline (in poster, PowerPoint or other multi-media form) to show how the specific location has changed over time, with new buildings, etc.

· Individual writing activity:  In this essay, Eiseley writes, “I, like that lost creature, would never find the place called home.”    What place do you call home, and what makes it home to you?

· Optional Field Trips—depending on your location:

· Visit the Wildcat Hills Nature Center in Gering for displays on the area’s geology and biology, including posters of “The Innocent Assassins” sabertooths. 
· Visit Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park north of Neligh (northeast Nebraska), and/or tour their web site. 

