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Project Overview:  Students will read nonfiction literature pertaining to the Dust Bowl era and study Dorothea Lange photography.  I recommend Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley and Restless Spirit:  The Life and Work of Dorothea Lange by Elizabeth Partridge.   Both books focus on the migrant workers in California during the 1930’s.  Using digital cameras, students will photograph family and friends in the style of Lange.  They will then write works based on their photography to publish in scrapbook form.

Suggested Grade Level:  5 and up

Connection to Curriculum:  
Nonfiction literature





Poetry





Narrative writing





Photography





Technology (digital camera, internet, word processing)

Connection to Nebraska Reading/Writing Standards:

· 8.1.1 – By the end of eighth grade, students will identify the basic facts and essential ideas in what they have read or viewed.

· 8.1.2 – By the end of eighth grade, students will locate, access, and evaluate resources to identify appropriate information.

· 8.1.3 – By the end of eighth grade, students will identify characteristics of different types of text.

· 8.1.6 – By the end of eighth grade, students will identify similar ideas across a variety of narratives and stories.

· 8.2.4 – By the end of eighth grade, students will use a variety of forms to write for different audiences and purposes.

· 8.2.5 – By the end of eighth grade, students will use self-generated questions, note-taking, summarizing, and outlining to enhance learning.

· 8.4.1 – Apply listening skills in a variety of settings.

Instructional Objectives:  

· Students will gain knowledge about the Dust Bowl era through a variety of genres including poetry, historical fiction, and nonfiction.

· Students will respond to literature read in discussion groups and through writing.

· Students will learn about the life and work of photographer, Dorothea Lange.

· Students will learn how to use a digital camera and take five photos of their friends and family emulating the style of Lange.

· Students will create writings based upon the photographs that involve sense of place and sense of self.

· Students will compile photographs and writings into scrapbook form.

Materials Required:

· Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley

· Restless Spirit:  The Life and Work of Dorothea Lange by Elizabeth Partridge

· Computers with internet capabilities

· Digital camera(s)

· Scanner

· Printer

· Materials for scrapbooks (paper, rings, double-sided tape, etc.)

Suggested Resources:

· Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse

· Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan

· Music by Woody Guthrie

· Internet sites:

Cotton Pickers Ad


http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=afcts&fileName=

sb001/sb001.db&recNum=20


The Migrant Experience (Todd & Sonkin)



http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afctshtml/tsme.html

The Dust Bowl



http://www.usd.edu/anth/epa/dust.html

Day of the Black Blizzard



http://www.discovery.com/area/history/dustbowl/dustbowl1.1.html#blues

Surviving the Dust Bowl



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/dustbowl/

1930’s Dust Bowl



http://www.ptsi.net/user/museum/dustbowl.html

Weedpatch Camp



http://www.weedpatchcamp.com/camp.htm
Project Sequence:

· Read aloud Nowhere to Call Home by Cynthia DeFelice as an introduction to the time period following The Great Depression.

· Students read Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley,

· Share excerpts from Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse.

· Listen to music by Woody Guthrie.

· Visit internet sites to learn more about the Dust Bowl era.

· Introduce students to the life and work of Dorothea Lange using the book, Restless Spirit by Elizabeth Partridge.  We made a T-chart showing what we learned about Dorothea’s events from her life and what we learned about her character.

· Each student selects five of Lange’s photographs to work with during their project.

· Students take their own photographs in the style of Lange using digital cameras.  Each picture that they take should be matched as closely as possible to the setting and pose that Lange used.

· Begin work on writings that will be displayed with photographs in their scrapbook.

· Read aloud Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan to show Mexican perspective of the same time period.

· Print students’ pictures.

· Type and print captions and writings.

· Put together scrapbooks.

· Celebrate and share!

Note:  From beginning to end, this project took about three months although we did not work on it daily throughout this time.  Our class spent the month of February reading about and researching the Dust Bowl.  In March, I introduced the students to the book on Dorothea Lange.  They made their photo selections and took their own of their family and friends.  Towards the end of the month, we began to work on our writings that would accompany these photos.  We spent several days in April working in the computer lab and finishing our work on our writings.  It took us about four or five class periods to put the scrapbooks together.  When we were finished, we had a celebration.  We invited parents and grandparents to our classroom for an hour, enjoyed eating coffee cake and fruit while sharing our scrapbooks, and then each student chose one piece of writing to read aloud to the audience.  

